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Book Review 
Clinical Problems in Vascular Surgery 
By R. B. Galland and C. A. C. Clyne, editors. 
Edward Arnold, 1994. £55 
It is always a pleasure to review a new U.K. vascular 
text book although this one does have a rather 
startling orange cover; it would indeed be hard to 
leave on the train. It is designed as an accessible 
vascular text book for trainees and non-specialist 
vascular surgeons. It was conceived by two young 
U.K. vascular surgeons and it is a tragedy that Charles 
Clyne did not survive to see the fruits of his labours. 
The authors have enlisted the assistance of35 of the 
U.K.'s foremost vascular experts including surgeons, 
radiologists, anaesthetists and the occasional angiolo- 
gist. They have aimed for a complete vascular text for 
the trainee in a compact and affordable package. In 
general they have succeeded. There are concise but 
thorough chapters on all the standard vascular condi- 
tions and in particular there are excellent chapters on 
aneurysms and critical ischaemia. In addition there are 
chapters on subjects eldom covered in vascular texts 
including vascular audit, risk management and deci- 
sion making in vascular surgery. The chapters are of 
uniformly high standard and it is clear that they are 
written by clinicians with experience and knowledge. 
Many emphasise the importance of history taking and 
examination and play down high powered investiga- 
tion. The text is laced with good quality line drawings 
and photographs and there is excellent uniformity of 
style - -  a product of prolonged and careful editing. 
The only criticism is that the text book has, for 
entirely understandable reasons, been slow to publica- 
tion. There are few references after 1992 and the 
chapters were written before the audit cycle became 
spiral and peripheral thrombolysis became accel- 
erated. This is only a problem because vascular 
surgery is such a fast moving specialty and can be 
addressed when the second edition is published as I 
am sure it will be, and probably fairly soon. At £55 it 
is quite expensive but it is a complete companion for a 
young surgeon about to start higher surgical training 
in vascular surgery and it will become an important 
friend. It is a great ribute to editors who embarked on 
the challenge of producing the book and it will ensure 
that the memory of Charles Clyne lives on. 
J.j. Earnshaw 
Gloucestershire Royal Hospital, U.K. 
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